
STATE OF ILLINOIS
INTERNAL AUDIT ADVISORY SIAAB
Web Address: HTTP://SIAAB.AUDITS.UILLINOIS.EDU
MINUTES
SIAAB Meeting – January 13, 2026
1:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER

A meeting of the State of Illinois Internal Audit Advisory Board (SIAAB) was held at Illinois Department of Transportation, 2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, Illinois, with video conferencing available.  The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Nikki Lanier.    

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Nikki Lanier, (Chair) Department of Revenue
Steve Kirk, Department of Transportation
Amy Macklin, Department of Human Services
Kenneth Hovey, Office of the Illinois Comptroller
H. Jay Wagner, Office of the Attorney General 
Leighann Manning, Department of Public Health 
Jackie Hohn, State University Retirement System
Butch Stilwell, (Vice-Chair) Department of Central Management Services
Jennifer Boen, Office of the Illinois State Treasurer

Members participating remotely:
Stell Mallios, Secretary of State (notified Chair)
Julie Zemaitis, University of Illinois System (notified Chair)

Members absent:
None.

A motion to approve remote attendance for Stell Mallois and Julie Zemaitis, was made by Butch Stilwell and seconded by Amy Macklin.  The motion passed with Stell Mallios and Julie Zemaitis, abstaining.

MINUTES

[bookmark: _Hlk106382373]The draft minutes for the December 9, 2025, meeting was presented for approval.  A motion to approve was made by Steve Kirk and was seconded by Amy Macklin.  The motion passed with Butch Stilwell abstaining.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none.

REPORTS AND UPDATES

CPE Coordinator/Webmaster

Julie Zemaitis reported there was no activity for the 2017 Standards course and five completions.  There were six registrations and 15 completions for the 2024 GIAS course. CPE has been awarded to each registrant who completed the course.  

Julie noted that CPE was issued to H. Jay Wagner for being the validator for a quality assurance review.

A discussion was held regarding when the link to the 2017 QAR resources should be taken down.  A consensus was reached that the link to the 2017 QAR training would be removed.  It was also noted that the link to the 2024 and 2017 training was the same.  An individual registering for training is required to indicate which training they want to take (2017 or 2024). The options show 2017 first and 2024 second.  To prevent errors the 2024 will be switched to be shown first and 2017 will be shown second.  Discussions will continue to determine when the 2017 QAR resources web page be taken down.  Julie Zemaitis indicated that she will no longer report on the 2017 Standards course unless there is activity.

Quality Assurance Coordinator

Vice Chair Butch Stilwell reported that Nikki Lanier, Chief Internal Auditor at the Illinois Department of Revenue, submitted a QAR team request.  Nikki Lanier will be evaluated against the 2024 GAIS standards, and the time frame is more than two years using January 2024 – January 31, 2026.  The reviewer requested is Sally Burton, Chief Internal Auditor Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.  Sally is a CIA and certificate valid through December 31, 2026 was provided.  Sally has not yet completed the 2024 GIAS training. He indicated that the request was uploaded to SIAAB SharePoint and requested a motion for approval of the QAR team pending the completion of the 2024 GIAS Standards course.  Amy Macklin motioned to approve the QAR team conditional upon the completion of the 2024 GIAS training.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Boen. The motion passed with Nikki Lanier abstaining.

Vice Chair Butch Stilwell reported that Nick Barnard, Chief Internal Auditor of the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshall, provided him with a status update on the late QAR.  The QAR is moving forward; however, the anticipated date of completion will be delayed.

Vice Chair Butch Stilwell reported that Eastern Illinois University is having issues finding an external validator. Their QAR is due by July 8th 2026. Julie Zemaitis recommended that they reach out to the Association of College and University Auditors. They have a community board and generally someone will step in to assist with the QAR.

Vice Chair Butch Stilwell reported that Robert Blemler, Director, Office of Internal Auditing at Illinois State University, submitted a QAR team request.  The QAR will use the 2024 GIAS standards, and the time frame is more than two years using January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2025.  The requested reviewer is a team from Rausch Advisory Services consisting of Jesse Feller, CPA and Paul Sobel, CIA, QIAL, CRMA. Robert Blemler has requested SIAAB exempt the reviewers from taking the 2024 GIAS course. Discussion was held regarding the request for an exemption.  After discussion it was determined that an exemption would not be granted.  A motion was made to approve the QAR contingent upon completion of the required CPE being completed by the team and receiving the missing resumes, independence and confidentiality forms for all team members. Motino was made by Steve Kirk and seconded by Nikki Lanier.  The motion passed unanimously.

FOIA Officer

Jennifer Boen reported there have been no FOIA requests. 

Guidance Coordinator

Steve Kirk proposed a seven-member team to develop guidance on System Organization Controls reports (SOC).  He proposed the working group consist of Steve Minder (lead), Satu Allen (assistance lead) with Department of Transportation, Brittany Lennon with Central Management Services, Nana Mkheidze with Department of Information Technology, Kelly Guerrero with Department of Human Services, Kate Hudson with Department of Financial and Professional Regulation, and Ellen Jennings with Department of Aging. The group will draft guidance related to SOC reporting and present it to the Board for approval.  The Chief Internal Auditor group will receive a draft for comment along with GOMB.  Timeline would be to get a draft in April to be approved in June.

The new IIA Topical requirements were discussed.  Noting that the Third-Party requirement will become effective September 15th, the Organizational Behavior requirement will become effective December 15th. It was discussed that as these are issued and become effective we should put them on the What’s New or Resource Page on the SIAAB website.

A member had a question regarding a cyber security conference qualifying for CPE for statutory purposes if CPE was not issued by the conference.  Based upon the current bylaws the conference would already qualify for CPE. An email will be sent to the member pointing them to the bylaws indicating that it already qualified under the bylaws. 

Conference Coordinator

No report.

[bookmark: _Hlk103429863][bookmark: _Hlk103429905][bookmark: _Hlk103430109]OLD BUSINESS 

Potential Legislative Updates

No update from last month.

NEW BUSINESS

Key Date Item: Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Chair Nikki Lanier reported she was nominating Vice Chair Butch Stilwell to assume the chairmanship in February 2026.  Butch Stilwell reported he was nominating Jackie Hohn to assume the vice chairmanship in February 2026.  No nominations from the floor. Jen Boen made a motion to approve the nominations.  Amy Macklin seconded.  The motion passed with Jackie Hohn and Butch Stilwell abstaining.  

Key Date Item: SIAAB meeting room and videoconference scheduling 
 
Steve Kirk had requested the conference room for as many months out as allowed.  Steve Kirk stated the conference room is reserved for SIAAB through June 2026. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next regularly in person meeting of the SIAAB is scheduled for February 10, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.  The location is IDOT, 2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield, IL. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn was made by Steve Kirk and seconded by Leighann Manning. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 1:52 P.M. 
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